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Dear Alex,  
 
Thank you for your letter of 14 May to the Home Secretary on behalf of your constituents  
about the New Plan for Immigration.  I am replying as the Minister for Immigration 
Compliance and Justice.  
 
I can assure you and your constituents that our generous asylum system offers protection 
to the most vulnerable via defined safe and legal routes.  Since 2015, we have resettled 
almost 25,000 men, women and children seeking refuge from persecution across the world 
- more than any EU country.  We have also welcomed more than 29,000 close relatives 
through refugee family reunion and created a pathway to citizenship eligible to over 
five million British Nationals (Overseas) status holders in Hong Kong to come to the UK.  
 
Now is the time for action, and that is why this Government is introducing the most 
significant overhaul of our asylum system in decades - a new, comprehensive, fair but firm 
long-term plan - because while people are dying we have a responsibility to act.  The UK 
remains committed to meeting our obligations under both the European Convention of 
Human Rights and the 1951 Refugee Convention and that any legislative changes will be 
assessed against compliance with these obligations.  The new ‘well-founded fear test’ is 
compliant with our obligations under the Refugee Convention and will ensure those that 
genuinely require protection in the UK are granted refugee status.  In addition, the UK will 
continue to meet its obligations by not removing any individuals who may be subject to a 
breach of their human rights upon return.  
 
The New Plan for Immigration will finally fix this broken system, and is a significant step 
change in our posture towards illegal migration and the criminals that facilitate it, based on 
three objectives:   
 
1. Increasing the fairness and efficacy of the system so that we can better protect 

and support those in genuine need of refuge.  The Government will continue to 
encourage safe and legal routes, strengthening our support by offering an enhanced 
integration package and immediate indefinite leave to remain in the UK for resettled 
refugees.  It will fix historical anomalies in outdated British Nationality Law to help 
victims of the Windrush scandal.  The Home Secretary will also have the ability to grant 
a humanitarian route to vulnerable individuals in immediate danger and at risk in their 
home country.  
 



2. Deterring illegal entry into the UK, thereby breaking the business model of 
people smuggling networks and protecting the lives of those they endanger.   
For the first time, whether you enter the UK legally or illegally will have an impact on 
how your asylum claim progresses, and on your status in the UK if that claim is 
successful.  Those who enter illegally will receive a new temporary protection status 
rather than an automatic right to settle, will be regularly reassessed for removal, will 
have limited family reunion rights and will have limited access to benefits.  The use of 
hotels to accommodate arrivals will end as we move towards a reception centre model, 
and we will take tougher action against anyone willing to risk lives facilitating a 
migrant’s illegal entry into the UK - increasing the maximum sentence from 14 years to 
life imprisonment.  There will also be new rules to stop unscrupulous people posing as 
children and strengthening enforcement powers for Border Force. 
 

3. Removing more easily from the UK those with no right to be here.  To tackle the 
practice of making multiple and sequential (often last minute and unmeritorious) claims 
and appeals which frequently frustrate removal from the UK, the Government will 
introduce a ‘one-stop’ process to require all rights-based claims to be brought and 
considered together in a single assessment upfront.   
 

Our recent consultation ran for six weeks and was designed to provide high quality 
engagement with all who took part.  It was delivered in line with established principles and 
taking into account any other relevant statutory duties.  Your list of concerns are noted and 
presently we are carefully collating and considering responses to the consultation, 
including the method for reporting on its findings before moving forward.   
 
I hope I have reassured you that the policy is not intended to prevent humanitarian 
intervention and legitimate assistance; the regulations and guidance governing the policy 
will reflect this.  The policy is, however, intended to deter illegal migration and create an 
effective sanction where there are no relevant mitigating circumstances.  We must, 
however, differentiate between those with legitimate aims - who work openly and 
collaboratively to stay within the law-  and those that seek to circumvent the law, ignore 
legitimate alternative options and who undermine community confidence that we are 
helping those in genuine need. 
 
I would like to repeat that we stand by our moral and legal obligations to help innocent 
civilians fleeing cruelty from around the world. 
 

 
 

 
Chris Philp MP 


